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1. 
The starting point of the trail is in Valchillón, alongside 
the A-3051 m

otorw
ay, som

e 17 kilom
etres from

 C
órdoba 

and beside a large silo. Shortly afterw
ards, it crossed the 

River G
uadajoz, in excellent conditions of conservation 

and w
ith a forest on the riverbank. The trail continues, 

surrounded by a series of em
bankm

ents and reeds that 
provide shade, particularly necessary on hot days. It is 
also possible to observe the birds typical of this steppe 
landscape.

2. 
A

fter passing through the Las Tablas Tunnel, the only 
one on this trail, one can see the tow

n of A
lm

odóvar del 
Río on the left, w

ith its hilltop castle, declared a Site of 
C

ultural Interest and open to the public.

3. 
A

fter crossing the Redondo stream
, and later the La 

Torvisca Bridge, w
ith view

s of G
uadalcázar, the trail con-

tinues before reaching a rest area, located on the site 
of the old G

uadalcázar station. A
fter crossing road CO

-
3304, you’ll find the only point on the trial to top up 
on drinking w

ater. Further on, after crossing La M
arota 

Bridge, there is a change in the landscape. The relief in 
this area allow

s for M
editerranean vegetable plots na-

tive to the area to be m
aintained to this day. The trail 

reaches a fork, taking the right as far as a peri-urban 
park com

plete w
ith picnic tables.

4
. 

The trail then continues betw
een olive groves to the 

Las Pinedas de La C
arlota rest area, w

here the old drin-
king troughs and a farm

 school can also be found. The 

trail then crosses the G
uadalm

azán stream
 and arrives 

at the A-445 m
otorw

ay very close to La Fuencubierta, 
another parish of La C

arlota. From
 here it is necessary 

to cross the m
otorw

ay and continue along a rural track 
as far as the province of Seville. Just after crossing the 
m

otorw
ay, the route reaches the site of La C

arlota sta-
tion, crosses an allotm

ent area and then passes under 
the M

adrid-Sevilla high-speed AV
E railw

ay line.

 5. The trail continues to N
avalagrulla station, now

 in ruins 
but w

ith a sm
all rest area. Further on, it crosses the road 

to Palm
a del Río.

6. A
fter crossing road A-8203, there is another rest area 

alongside a pedestrian bridge over the A-453 m
otorw

ay, 
w

ith panoram
ic view

s of the city of Écija, one of the 
m

ost im
portant historic and artistic centres in all of 

A
ndalusia. W

e recom
m

end a stop here to w
alk through 

its historic centre and visit one of its fine palaces, con-
vents or churches. The trail crosses a bridge and enters 
the m

unicipality of Écija, w
here it becom

es a cycle lane. 
From

 here it continues along Avenida de la Estación, 
going through a series of roundabouts before reaching 
a tow

ering silo, from
 w

here the trail continues along 
C

alle Boabdil and leaving the m
unicipality.

7. 
O

nce again, a countryside landscape of sunflow
er and 

grain fields accom
panies the traveller on this final sec-

tion tow
ards Villanueva del Rey w

here there is a rest 
area and the N

ature Trail com
es to an end.
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The steppes are landscapes dom
inated by w

ide open 
spaces, w

ithout any steep gradients and w
ith a rich 

biodiversity adapted to the special conditions of the 
environm

ent; birds such as the lark and others as 
spectacular as the w

hite-quilled bustar, stone-curlew
 

and the sandgrouse. M
any of these species are unique 

in Europe and are currently in danger of extinction, 
m

ainly due to the intensification of farm
ing taking pla-

ce in the countryside.
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The city of Écija, declared an historic-artistic site, is 
also popularly know

n as the “C
ity of Sun” or the “C

ity 
of Tow

ers,” on account of the eleven tow
ers that do-

m
inate its skyline alongside nine steeples atop the 

num
erous churches. The old tow

n, rich in palaces and 
view

points still boasts vestiges of Rom
an, Visigoth 

and M
oorish settlem

ents. Since 1996, it has enjoyed 
offi

cial status as an H
istoric-A

rtistic Site.  
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