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SECTOR
NORTHWESTERN PEN!NSULAR

NATURESERAIL
MUNIGO . COVADONGA

1. This nature trail starts shortly before reaching the “Las
Llerices” parking, located on the AS-262 road, between
the last two houses at the edge of Munigo. Going to the
right from the road, the trail starts climbing up a ladder
covered in broom and gorse, and continues afterwards
on flat ground until it plunges into a great chestnut,

REAL SITIO DECOVADONGA Obelisk built in 1857 by the dukes of Montpensier in the
so-called “El Repelao”, has the replica of the Cruz de |a

Covadonga is a parish in the town of Cangas de Onis, Victoria and, according to tradition, it reminds where

integrated into the protected area of the Picos de Euro- Don Pelayo was crowned.

pa National Park. It is home to a sanctuary erected in

birch and/maple trees forest. . honour of the Virgin, commemorating the defeat of the PICOS DE EUROPA NATIONAL PARK
Muslim troops in the Battle of Covadonga in year 722.

2. To the left of the route, the traveller can see the Cruz In the interior of this monumental group, the most visi- Located in the northern part of the Iberian Peninsula,
the Priena, an uneven. promontory taller than 700 ted within the Principality of Asturias, it is worth men- shared by Asturias, Cantabria and Ledn, the Picos de
metres high. It is a privileged observatory, with diffi- tioning the “Santa Cueva”, where, according to tradi- Europa Natural Park is found in the biggest limestone
cult access, from where you can enjoy the view of the tion, the Christian army took shelter during the battles formation in the European Atlantic coastline, and it is
sea, the Sueve mountain range, Arriondas, Cangas, that started the Reconquista. It is currently home to the part of the Cantabrian Mountains.

Covadonga, the Lagos road, and also the highest peaks chapel where the image of the Virgin of Covadonga is The karstic processes of its geology have created an
of these valleys. located, known as the “Santina”, and also the grave of impressive landscape filled with gorges, caves and

3. Leaving the forest behind, the trail becomes a slight slo- Don Pelayo. G WSS LSACITE TR o]
pe which runs along a traditional stable and a field, where Another monument that must be visited is the Basilica _W_Amm_ m:.o_ and Ercina, were nmc.ﬂwa by the mﬂmm._,ﬁ gla-
it is more common to find beech trees. Step by step, the of Santa Maria La Real, designed by Roberto Frassine Qm_.m\Sm_o: suffered by the summits .9ﬂ the Macizo de
trail goes deeper into the Picos de Europa National Park, and erected by the architect Federico Aparici, between ChultelEle)L Al P L .
and the Monastery of San Pedro and the towers of the 1877 and 1901. It is purely Neo-Romanesque style with Ut PR Tl i) >ﬁ_m3_m dqoqmm,ﬁ. S
Basilica of Santa Maria la Real can be seen through the pink limestone. On the Basilica's terrace, next to the AL e e LI RHD CFLIC
trees. Monastery of San Pedro, you can find the Chapter Hou- among which the black woodpecker and the threa-

se and the bronze statue of Don Pelayo, constructed in tened Cantabrian capercaillie are worth mentioning.

4. The route ends at the Eastern part of the Covadonga 1964 by the sculptor Eduardo Zaragoza. You can find evasive species like chamois in the cliffs,

Monumental Group, located in an exceptionally beauti- Worth mentioning about this group is the big bell which whereas roe deer and wolves are common in the plen-

ful setting.e the landscape of this natural environment. is three metres high and weighs 4,000 kilograms, “La tiful forests of the area. One exceptional inhabitant
campanona’, built in 1900 in La Felguera by the Italian of this park is the brown bear, protected species for
sculpture Sortini. This piece of art, donated by the cou- which there is a recovery plan in force. In the park and
nt Sizzo-Norice and Luis Gémez Herrero won the first its environment you can find great birds of prey, such
prize at the Universal Exhibition in Paris. Moreover, the as the griffon vulture and golden eagle.

=< Chamois (Ru =< Basilica of Santa Maria la Real = Field mapple
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