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SECTOR
NORTHEASTERN PENINSULAR

NATURE TRAIL
PORT DE VIELHA

1. The starting point of this trail is the southern mouth
of the Vielha tunnel, on N-230 road. At one side of the
road, we will find the Conangle refuge and panels indi-
cating that this nature trail starts there.

2. At the beginning of the walk, the trails is a wide path
which leaves behind a deviation to the right identified
by a cairn. This trail will be signalled as GR footpath GR
211-5 along all the way. Just before starting the climb, the
traveller can admire the edges of a beech forest.

3. Afterwards, at a post, the trail. turn left and enters a na-
rrow pine forest and starts a steep climb among huge
rocks. After a while, the path meanders to another in-
formation panel of the Nature Trail Programme which
instructs to continue by a gentler slope until the 2-km
milestone, which is placed at an altitude of 1,800 m.

4. The trail crosses a creek lined by some dwarf mountain
pines, which are able to endure the harsh conditions
in the mountains. From here, the trail continues across
high pastures before starting a new climb and tuning to
the left, having left behind a creek and the mouths of
the unused tunnels. At the 3-km milestone, at an altitu-
de of 2,205 metres, we see the silhouette of a building
which may be a bunker.

5. The course continues along a moderate climb until rea-
ching the Collado de Toro. At this point, the path turns
right and crosses a field of huge granite blocks un-
til reaching Port de Vielha, at an altitude of 2,423. This

ramic view from the Nere River

is the highest point if the trail. From here, the Aneto,
Forconada and Fechau peaks may be seen, looming on
the other side of the valley.

6. At this point, the trail starts to descend by a highly diffi-
cult stretch, a long talus slope with sliding rocks. After
a stretch crossing pastures, the trial continues by a new
talus slope, curiously dotted with raspberry trees. At
this point, the path becomes narrower and passes by
the Estany lake de Font Freda, to the right. The slope
becomes steeper, and, at the same time, the first pines
that grow on the edge of the woodland appear.

7. Following the GR signs, the path leads to one of the
bi-directional signals that identify the Nature Trail. This
signal indicates the walker to turn slightly right. A mou-
ntain creek is crossed by a wooden bridge, after which
the 5-km milestone is reached.

8. From this point, the descent to Cabafia del Pontet,
which has to be circled by the left before finding a large
path that leads to the 4-km milestone. Afterwards, the
walker reaches a crossing in which they need to turn
right; the trail then enters a fir woods, leaving a small
path to their left.

9. A few metres ahead, the Mirador del Valle viewpoint
offers a breathtaking view over the Val d’Aran. This
viewpoint may be accessed in motor vehicles from the
northern mouth of the Vielha tunnel, by the Port forest
track. The nature trail continues among hazel, poplars
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and yew trees, by a narrow path which starts at the right
of the viewpoint, although its start is barely seen.

10. When the woods become less dense, the path leads to a
power plant, after which it crosses a bridge. The trail be-
comes a gravel path which leaves behind the access to
the A-14 road and continues in the direction of Vielha.
This final stretch, the last few kilometres, is paved in or-
der to allow its use by motor vehicles.

11. The nature trail leads to a rest area which includes
barbecue stands, bicycle parking lot and the last in-
formation panel. This pretty trek across the Catalan
Pyrenees ends here.

VIELHA S HISTORIC CENTRE

This small town in the Aran Valley, located at 974
metres above sea level, boasts an historic centre of
great cultural interest. There are perfectly conser-
ved medieval houses and the parish church of San
Miguel, which inside houses the precious Cristo de
Mijaran, a two-metre high wood-carved statue.

Other sights of interest worth visiting in the area
are the Co de Rodes Stately Home, the Museum
of Wool and the General Martinén Tower, which
is a 17th century house that today houses the
Ethnological Museum.
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