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1.	
The trail begins at the boundaries of the tow

n of 
A

lm
udévar and is w

ell m
arked. There is an inform

ative 
panel that announces the length and m

ain features of 
the trail.

2.	
O

nly a few
 m

etres aw
ay there is the Tres C

años foun-
tain, of M

uslim
 origin, w

hose w
ater is used for irrigation, 

alongside a recreational area w
here there is an infor-

m
ation board about Pedro Saputo, a fictional character 

from
 19th century literature and born in A

lm
udévar.

3.	
A

s the trail continues, it becom
es closer to the right 

bank of the M
onegros C

anal, protected from
 erosion by 

a pine copse. This section offers enjoyable view
s of the 

surrounding Pre-Pyrenean m
ountain ranges and cros-

ses several access paths leading to private properties, 
but the old boundary stones placed by the Ebro River 
Basin A

uthority provide easy guidance for hikers. The 
glim

pse of A
lcalá de G

urrea outlined on the horizon 
indicates that the end of the first trail section is near, 
w

here several inform
ation points reveal the secrets of 

local flora and fauna.

4
.	

A
pproxim

ately at kilom
etre 7, the trail changes direc-

tion and crosses the M
onegros C

anal and its’ often busy 
service road to reach the La Violada irrigation canal that 
w

ill run parallel to the trail alm
ost until the end.

5.	
The trail runs past a solar park and com

posting plant 
and skirts the tow

n of Valsalada along a sinuous route 
w

ithout m
ajor changes in the even landscape.

6.	Further on, the trail reaches the w
ater irrigation pond 

of La M
agdalena and a new

 resting area. There is also a 
fruit tree experim

entation area nearby. There are seve-
ral inform

ation boards scattered along the trail w
hich 

provide inform
ation about the birds that can be seen 

and the basic features of the irrigation system
, of vital 

im
portance for the area. In fact, w

ater irrigation ponds 
(“balsas”) used to store storm

w
ater constitute one of 

the m
ost representative structures in agricultural areas.

7.	
H

ikers w
ho decide to do this trail by bike can access 

the bicycle m
otocross circuit nearby or m

ove forw
ard 

to the M
irador del Pirineo view

point, w
here an infor-

m
ation board indicates the nam

es of the different 
m

ountain ranges w
ithin sight. D

uring the descent from
 

the View
point, the trail splits in tw

o, offering tw
o al-

ternatives: follow
ing the G

eological C
orridor, the only 

section of the trail that runs in a cutting so visitors can 
see the soil profile, or taking the A

rom
atic C

orridor, a 
sm

ooth path w
ith plenty of thym

e, rosem
ary, lavender 

and other arom
atic plants.

6.	W
alking past the only sloping stretch, the trail m

oves 
aw

ay from
 the C

hannel tow
ard the tow

n of El Tem
ple, a 

colonization tow
n –urban com

m
unities created by the 

Franco regim
e in the 50s for the repopulation and ex-

ploitation of new
ly irrigated lands. The last stretch of 

the trail leads to the outskirts of the tow
n, w

here there 
is another inform

ation board. 
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The Irrigation Plan of H
igh A

ragón is an am
bitious pro-

ject that started in the late 19th century and w
hose 

m
ain goal is still to encourage progress in the arid lands 

of A
ragón by irrigating lands through the construction 

of tw
o canals: the C

inca C
anal and the M

onegros C
a-

nal. The form
er allow

ed the w
ater flow

s of the C
inca 

and G
állego rivers to m

erge and therefore enabled the 
increase of agricultural lands in the region. The w

orks 
started in 1915 and are still under progress.

The M
onegros C

anal starts at the Sotonera reservoir 
and is 133 km

 in length. It com
prises several sections, 

the first one of w
hich m

erges w
ith the C

incal C
anal, 

90 km
 in length, in the so-called “Tardienta em

brace” 
(abrazo de Tardienta). A

m
ong its m

ain w
ater flow

s, the 
37-km

 La Violada irrigation canal is a highlight.

In spite of the years elapsed since its com
m

issioning, 
the Plan rem

ains incom
plete. The construction w

ill be 
considered com

plete w
hen the w

ater can be conveyed 
to the southernm

ost area of M
onegros, an issue w

hich 
is yet to be w

orked out.
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