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1.	
The trailhead is located at the siphon entrance, at the 
boundary of the m

unicipality of Albelda, w
here there is an 

inform
ation board providing details of this significant infras-

tructure. There is a w
alkw

ay that leads to the interpretation 
centre, w

here a W
ater M

useum
 w

ill be built in the future, 
and continues tow

ard an access track onto the A-140 road, 
w

hich then leads to another paved road heading into tow
n.

	
At this point there is a parking lot for visitors, as w

ell as 
som

e benches and tables and a new
 inform

ation board on 
the N

ature Trail. The trail m
oves forw

ard up to a lookout 
point w

here the old Escom
brius cereal silos are located, a 

group of M
edieval excavations on the soft sandstone of 

the area, som
e of w

hich  reach up to 4 m
 in depth.

2.	
Follow

ing the trail along a path shared w
ith vehicles, the 

trail reaches one of the bridges that cross the siphon. 
A

fter crossing it, the trail leads to the aljibes (cisterns) of 
Figureta and Sants and m

oves ahead tow
ard Coll de Foix. 

Further on there is a dark gravel path that separates the 
trail from

 the road. This part of the trail runs parallel to 
the service road of the A

ragon-C
atalonia C

anal, w
hich 

m
eans that upon crossing this irrigation area there are 

several w
ater inlets, sluices, pum

ps and a large pond.

3.	
The trail goes on, surrounded by ailanthus groves, crossing 
one of the bridges that lead to the other bank of the canal. 
The trail also crosses the road to m

ove aw
ay from

 the w
ater 

for a w
hile, so hikers m

ust be very careful. W
hen the trail re-

aches a stretch parallel to the canal, there is an intersection 

w
here you can approach the Pedrezuela cistern, although 

the trail does not include this stop and instead continues 
straight ahead, against a typical M

editerranean backdrop 
dom

inated by holm
 oaks. O

ne particularity of this section 
is the strange shape of the hillsides, resulting from

 the gyp-
sum

-rich soils that determ
ine the existing flora and fauna.

4
.	

After the next bridge, the sandstone blocks, sculpted by 
the w

ind, outline the horizon. The trail briefly m
oves aw

ay 
from

 the canal and then returns to the right bank, near one 
of the m

ultiple hydrants that irrigate the fields of the area. 
The N

ature Trail continues straight on and crosses one of 
the siphon bridges, then reaches a dirt road leading to a re-
creational area surrounded by fruit trees dow

nhill from
 the 

road. This area has a parking space for vehicles and bikes, as 
w

ell as som
e sw

ings, benches and a sports area. A little fur-
ther on there is a dangerous intersection w

ith A-410 road.

5.	
From

 this point onw
ards, the trail m

oves ahead betw
een 

the w
ater canal and the road. A

fter crossing tw
o brid-

ges, the trail takes a w
ooden w

alkw
ay in order to avoid a 

sm
all thalw

eg and, only 300 m
 aw

ay, there is a view
point 

w
ith sw

eeping view
s of the valley, as w

ell as a resting 
area w

ith tables, benches and parking space for bicycles.

6.	A
fter a short break, the last stretch of the trail starts cros-

sing a poplar forest. At kilom
etre 10 of the trail, there is 

another lookout point w
ith view

s over Coll de Foix.

7.	
The end point of the trail is at the siphon station, on the 
boundary of the m

unicipality of A
lbelda w

here there is 

an inform
ation board for hikers to learn about the fea-

tures of the area. 
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The A
ragon and C

atalonia C
anal design dates back 

to the late  18th century, during the Enlightm
ent. 

H
ow

ever, it w
as not executed until the late 19th 

century as a result of the N
apoleonic W

ars.

The need to irrigate the dry lands in the area of La 
Litera encouraged the locals in Tam

arite to lodge an 
offi

cial request for the construction of a canal that 
w

ould convey the w
ater from

 the Ésera and C
inca Ri-

vers. A
s as result, the canal w

as initially called Tam
a-

rite C
anal, until it w

as given its current nam
e in 1876.
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Scattered across the m
unicipality of A

lbelda, there 
are about 20 aljibes –w

ater cisterns excavated into 
the rock aim

ed to collect storm
 w

ater. 

This sim
ple strategy for w

ater storage w
as passed 

dow
n from

 the A
rabs, w

ho used this prim
eval sys-

tem
 to alleviate w

ater scarcity in this area. Sandstone 
rocky outcrops, w

hich w
ere easy to excavate, w

ere 
used to create a netw

ork of sm
all canals. Rain w

ater 
flow

ed along these canals into the cisterns, located at 
the low

est points, w
here it rem

ained in storage.
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