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Epidemic emergencies – 
Outline 

  

• - OIE 

• - Disease notification 

• - Risk analysis 

• - Evaluation of Veterinary Services 

• - Animal welfare 

• - OIE Codes and Manuals 



Rinderpest 1920 and OIE 1924 

 Cattle from India to Brazil via Antwerp 



CHRONOLOGY 

Headquarters in 

Paris (France) 
 

 
 

5 Regional 

Representations 
  
  
 

6 Sub-Regional 

Representations 

An intergovernmental organisation preceding 
the United Nations 

Creation of the 
Office 
International 
des Epizooties 
(OIE) 

World 
Organisation for 
Animal Health 

Creation of the 
United Nations 

1924 2003 1945 

In 2012 



178 Member Countries, 2012 

  

• Africa: 52 

• Americas: 30 

• Asia: 36 

•  Europe: 53 

• Near East: 20 

• Some countries in two 

regions 

  



                          - Objectives 

• - promote and coordinate research into the 
surveillance and control of animal diseases 
throughout the world 

• -collect, analyse and disseminate scientific 
veterinary information 

• - adopt international standards in the field of 
animal health, especially for intenational trade 

• - improve legal framework and resources for 
national Veterinary Services 



Disease notification 

1. the first occurrence of an OIE-listed disease 
or infection in a country or 
zone/compartment; 
 

2. the re-occurrence of a listed disease or 
infection in a country or 
zone/compartment following a report by 
the Delegate of the Member Country 
declaring the previous outbreak(s) 
eradicated; 

 
3. the first occurrence of a new strain of a 

pathogen of a listed disease in a country or 
zone/compartment; 



COMPARTMENT 

• Compartment means: 

• An animal subpopulation contained in one or 
more establishments under a common 
biosecurity management with a distinct health 
status with respect to a specific disease or 
specific diseases for which required 
surveillance, control and biosecurity measures 
have been applied for the purpose of 
international trade 



Disease notification 

4. a sudden and unexpected increase in 
morbidity or mortality caused by an 
existing listed disease; 
 

5. an emerging disease with significant 
morbidity/mortality or zoonotic potential; 
 

6. evidence of change in the epidemiology of a 
listed disease (e.g. host range, 
pathogenicity, strain of causative 
pathogen), in particular if there is a 
zoonotic impact. 



Disease notification  
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The OIE 
Early 

Warning 
System 



WAHIS-World Animal Health 
Information System 



RISK ANALYSIS 

• -OIE provides expertise under the WTO SPS 
agreement 

 

Main components in Risk Analysis: 

• - Hazard identification 

• - Risk assessment 

• - Risk management 

• - Risk communication 



EVALUATION 

Evaluation of the 
Performance of 

Veterinary Services  

a tool for Good Governance 
of Veterinary Services  

Applicable to veterinary services 
in all regions 

Vet services comprise public and 
private sector veterinarians 



Animal welfare 

 

 

• In 2003 the OIE adopted at the General Session 
the objective: 

•  - to promote animal welfare through a science-
based approach 



Guiding principles for animal welfare 
 

That there is a critical relationship between animal health 
and  animal welfare. 

‘Five freedoms’: freedom from hunger, thirst and 
malnutrition; freedom from fear and distress; freedom from 
physical and thermal discomfort; freedom from pain, injury 
and disease; and freedom to express normal patterns of 
behaviour;  
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OIE’s international standards 

Terrestrial Animal Health Code – 

mammals, birds and bees 

Manual of Diagnostic Tests and 

Vaccines for Terrestrial Animals 



Contents of the Terrestrial Code –Part 1 
 - General  Definitions : glossary 

 - Section 1 – Animal disease diagnosis, 
surveillance and notification  

 Section 2 - Risk analysis 

 Section 3 - Quality of Veterinary Services  

 Section 4 – General recommendations: disease 
prevention and control   

 Section 5 – Trade measures, import / export 
procedures and veterinary certification 

 Section 6 – Veterinary Public Health 

 Section 7 – Animal Welfare 



Contents of the Terrestrial Code – Part 2 
Recommendations applicable to OIE listed diseases:  

 

 Multiple species 

 Apidae 

 Aves 

 Bovidae 

 Equidae 

 Lagomorpha 

 Ovidae and capridae 

 Suida 



OIE requirements for a country/region to be ”FREE” 
from FMD 

Disease 

No. Vaccination Vaccination 

1st. Recog. After 

outbreak 

1st. Recog. After outbreak 

Foot and  

Mouth Disease  

(FMD) 

12 months 3 months; 

stamping -

out + 

serology (SS) 

3 months:   

e-vac.(K)+SS 

6 months: 

e.vac (L)+ SS 

24 months  6 months after last case. 

(stamping out + 

e.vac.+serology) 

18  months after last 

case 

(no stamping out + 

e.vac. + serology) 



What is the purpose of the Codes?  

 Primary object is to set recommended actions to 
be used by Veterinary Authorities or other 
Competent Authorities  

 To establish health regulations for the safe 
importation of animals and animal products 
 Protect animal and human health and guard against zoonotic diseases  

 While avoiding unjustified trade restrictions 

 Note:  The Codes are NOT textbooks on animal 
diseases, nor on zoonosis. 



OIE Terrestrial Manual 

What is the Terrestrial Manual?  

• Describes internationally agreed laboratory standard 

methods for disease diagnosis, and 

• Describes also, when relevant, the requirements for the 

production and control of vaccines and other biological 

products 

• Is the companion volume to the Terrestrial Animal Health 

Code  

 



How to use the Codes and Manuals ? 
 
Use the OIE Codes to establish the sanitary 

requirements for trade 

Use the Codes  to establish baseline arguments to 
establish equivalence for trade negotiations 

Use the Codes to establish cost-effective risk mitigation 
measures for trade 

Use the Codes and Manuals to challenge scientific 
unjustifiable sanitary measures of importing countries 

 



Cooperation: OIE, EU and National 
Veterinary Administrations 

  

 - OIE and EU interactions 

  

 

 -The relationship and obligations between OIE and 
Member Countries 

 - The relationship and obligations between the EU 
and Member States 



CONCLUSION 
• The OIE:  

• - is the intergovernmental organisation 
responsible for improving animal health 
worldwide 

• - provides better guarantees of the safety of food 
of animal origin and promotes animal welfare 

• - encourages international solidarity within its 
mandate under the WTO SPS Agreement and 
operates closely with UN organisations such as 
FAO and WHO. 


